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@ Opening and closing method and apparatus for vehicle window. 

@ This invention aims to prevent an obstacle 
from being trapped between a vehicle window 
and a window frame. A supersonic wave f is 
emitted into a vehicle window W. A reflection 
wave i of the supersonic wave is received to 
decide whether the reflection wave i is one 
reflected from peripheral faces of a target to be 
detected or not. If the received reflection wave i 
is one reflected from the peripheral faces from 
the target, a driving motor M for the vehicle 
window W is stopped. Thus, when an obstacle 
contacts with the peripheral faces of the vehicle ^ 
window. It is possible to previously prevent the 
obstacle from being caught by the window 
since a driving source for the vehicle window is 
stopped. 
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This invention relates to an opening and dosing 
apparatus for a vehicle window which is mounted in 
a vehicle such as an automobile or the like and is driv- 
en Into open and closed positions by a driving source, 
and to an opening and closing method for the vehicle 5 
window in the apparatus. 

Recently, most automobiles are provided with an 
opening and closing apparatus of a vehicle window 
known as a power window which employs a motor. 

Since power windows can be opened and closed 10 
by means of a switch, ease and safety of operation 
are assured. 

However, since the power window or vehicle win- 
dow Is opened and closed under the driving force of 
a motor, obstacles tend to become trapped between 15 
the vehicle and the window frame and leading, on oc- 
casion, to serious problems, accident and Injury. 

For convenience of explanation, a conventional 
opening and closing apparatus for a vehicle window 
will be described by referring to FIGS, 12 and 13. 20 
FIGS. 12 and 13 show schematic constructions of 
conventional different opening and closing apparatus 
for the vehicle window. 

One of the conventional opening and closing ap- 
paratus, as shown In FIG. 12, Includes a current de- 25 
tector 100 which detects a primary current for a motor 
M driving a vehicle window W and a control section 
101 which controls the motor M In accordance with a 
detecting current from the current detector. In the 
case that a load is applied to the window W against 30 
movement of the window when closing the window W, 
the current detector 100 detects a surplus current 
which flows In the motor M and the control section 
1 01 suspends driving of the motor In response to de- 
tection of the surplus current. 35 

However, as described above, in the method for 
detecting the obstacle existing between the vehicle 
window and the window frame relying on the detec- 
tion of a surplus current which flows in the motor M, 
the following problems arise. 40 

First, since the window W is subject to an aging 
strain due to door Impact, a load which Is applied to 
the moving window upon opening and closing the win- 
dow Wis variable. Also, as shown In FIG. 12. a foreign 
substance A such as dust, small stones or the like 45 
tends to become trapped between the window W and 
side window frames SP. Such foreign substances A 
cause a load which resists movement of the window 
W, thereby resulting In a surplus current flow In the 
motor M. Consequently, if a value of the surplus cur- 50 
rent at the time of stopping the motor (hereinafter re- 
ferred to as a setting value) Is set to be low, an oper- 
ation of opening and closing the window W may be 
stopped by foreign matter trapped between the win- 
dow W and the side window frame SP. 55 

In order to avoid such a problem, it is necessary 
to set the setting value to be sufficiently high so as 
not to cause the motor to stop due to load caused by 



trapped foreign matter. However, If the setting value 
is set to be higher, the motor M Is not stopped before 
a substantially long time has lapsed since foreign 
matter Is caught between the window W and an upper 
window frame UP. Accordingly, the above method 
suffers from a serious defect. 

Another conventional opening and closing con- 
trol method for a vehicle window which is not subject 
to the above problem, is as shown in FIG. 13, one In 
which a light-emitter P and a light-receiver R In a light- 
detector are mounted on both sides SP of the window 
W at the opposite positions and the window W can be 
opened and closed only when the light-receiver R re- 
ceives a light from the light-emitter P. 

However, the light-detector as shown in FIG. 13. 
since a relation suffers from a problem that the rela- 
tive positions of the light-emitter P and the light- 
receiver R are not stable and may become misaligned 
due to a vibration of a vehicle on which they are 
mounted, thus resulting in light from the light-emitter 
P failing to reach the light- receiver R, although no ob- 
stacle Is present This problems also occurs when the 
window frame Is slightly deformed. 

A first object of the present Invention is to provide 
an opening and closing control method for a vehicle 
window which is driven into open and closed positions 
by a driving source which is rapidly controlled upon 
detection of an obstacle contacting with peripheral 
faces of the window. 

A second object of the present Invention is to pro- 
vide an opening and closing apparatus for a vehicle 
window which Is driven into open and closed positions 
by a driving source, the apparatus being able to rap- 
idly detect an obstacle existing between the vehicle 
window and a window frame. 

In order to achieve the first object, the control 
method for the vehicle window in accordance with the 
present invention comprises the steps of: emitting a 
sound wave into said vehicle window; receiving a re- 
flection wave of said sound wave from said vehicle 
window; deciding whether or not the received reflec- 
tion wave Is one caused by an obstacle contacting 
with a peripheral face of said vehicle window; and 
stopping or reversing an operation of said driving 
source when it is decided that said received reflection 
wave is one caused by an obstacle. 

In the control method for the vehicle window, the 
sound wave to be emitted into said vehicle window 
may be in the form of continuous waves generated In- 
termittently. 

Intervals between said discontinuous waves may 
be changed at random. 

in the control method for the vehicle window, the 
sound wave to be emitted into said vehicle window 
comprises two or more kinds of sound waves having 
different frequencies. 

In order to achieve the second object, an opening 
and closing apparatus for a vehicle window which is 
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driven into open and closed positions by a driving 
source, in accordance with the present invention, 
comprises: generator means for generating an elec- 
trical transmission signal with a given frequency; 
transmitter means for converting said transmission 
electrical signal into a sound wave and emitting said 
sound wave into said vehicle window; receiver means 
for converting said reflection sound wave received 
from said vehicle window into a received electrical 
signal; comparator means for deciding whether or not 
an obstacle is In contact with said vehicle window, in 
accordance with said received electrical signal ob- 
tained by said receiver means and generating a deci- 
sion signal conresponding to a decision; and driving 
controller means for stopping or reversing said driving 
source for opening and closing the window. 

In the opening and closing apparatus for the ve- 
hicle window, said transmitter means and said receiv- 
er means are provided in a single transmitting and re- 
ceiving unit and said transmitting and receiving unit 
is selectively connected to said generator means of 
said electrical transmission signal or said comparator 
means through a switching section of transmitting 
and receiving. A bonding medium for filling in an air 
layer may be provided between both of said transmit- 
ter means and receiver means and said vehicle win- 
dow. 

According to the opening and closing control 
method for the vehicle window in accordance with the 
present invention, the second wave emitted into the 
vehicle window is almost reflected from the peripheral 
faces of the window when no obstacle is in contact 
with the peripheral faces since sound impedances of 
the vehicle window and the air are greatly different. 
When an obstacle In contact with the peripheral faces 
of the vehicle window, a part of the sound wave is not 
reflected from the peripheral faces but rather enters 
the obstacle by way of a boundary face between the 
vehicle window and the obstacle and is then reflected 
from said boundary face. 

The reflection wave reflected from the boundary 
face existing between the object and the air layer then 
penetrates the vehicle window again. In comparison 
with the reflection wave reflected from the peripheral 
faces of the vehicle window, the reflection wave 
penetrated Into the vehicle window after being reflect- 
ed from the peripheral faces of the obstacle has a low- 
er energy value due to penetrations from the vehicle 
into the obstacle and from the obstacle into the vehi- 
cle window. 

Accordingly, when a detected reflection wave dif- 
fers from a reference reflection wave reflected from 
the peripheral faces of the vehicle window, an obsta- 
cle is deemed to be in contact with the peripheral 
faces of the vehicle window. In that case, actuation of 
the driving source is stopped or reversed, thereby 
stopping or reversing movement of the vehicle win- 
dow. 



Further, according to the above opening and clos- 
ing control method, since the reflection wave reflect- 
ed from the surface of an obstacle takes a longer per- 
iod to reach the detection position in comparison with 
5 the reflection wave reflected from the peripheral 
faces of the vehicle window, it is possible to detect 
any obstacle contacting with the vehicle window in ac- 
cordance with time detection of reflection waves, to 
separate noise which occurs at a certain interval from 
10 the reflection wave, and to separate out such noise 
which occurs successively from the reflection wave. 

According to the opening and closing apparatus 
for the vehicle window in accordance with the present 
invention the sound wave emitted into the vehicle 
15 window by the transmitter means is reflected from the 
peripheral faces of the vehicle window when no obsta- 
cle is in contact with the peripheral faces while a part 
of the sound wave penetrates into the obstacle and 
reflects from the surface of the obstacle when in con- 
20 tact with the peripheral faces of the vehicle window. 

An energy level of the reflection wave to be de- 
tected by the receiver means is different between the 
cases when the obstacle contacts with the peripheral 
faces of the vehicle window and when no obstacle 
25 contacts with the faces. When the received electrical 
signal converted from the reflection wave by the re- 
ceiver means is compared with a reference signal re- 
flected from the peripheral faces of the vehicle win- 
dow by the comparator means, it Is possible to decide 
30 whether the reflection wave received by the receiver 
means is a reflection wave in the case that the obsta- 
cle contacts with the peripheral faces of the vehicle 
window or a reflection wave in the case that no obsta- 
cle contacts with the faces. 
35 Accordingly, a signal from the driving controller 

means stops or reverses the driving source of the win- 
dow, so that the vehicle window stops at its present 
position or returns to its original position. 

In addition, according to the above opening and 
40 closing apparatus for the vehicle window, the trans- 
mitting and receiving unit can provide an electrical 
transmission signal to the transmitter means while 
connecting the generator means of the electrical 
transmission signal and the transmitting and receiv- 
45 ing unit and can provide the received electrical signal 
to the comparator means while connecting the trans- 
mitting and receiving unit and the comparator means; 
and the bonding medium can prevent or effect a de- 
crease of an attenuation of the emitted sound wave 
50 between the transmitter means and the vehicle win- 
dow and can prevent or effect a decrease of an at- 
tenuation of the reflection wave between the vehicle 
window and the receiver means. 

FIG. 1 is a schematic view of an opening and dos- 
55 ing apparatus fora vehicle window in accordance 

with the present invention; 
FIG. 2 is a block diagram of a control unit; 
FIG. 3 is a timing chart illustrating a timing of oc- 
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currence of each signal; 

FIGS. 4Aand 4B are explanatory view illustrating 
conditions of peripheral faces of a window; 
FIGS. 5A, 5B, and 5C are explanatory views illus- 
trating conditions of disposing a transmitting and 5 
receiving unit; 

FIGS. SAand 6B are explanatory views of a meth- 
od of detecting an obstacle which contacts with 
a window; 

FIGS. 7Aand 78 are explanatory views of a meth- 10 
od of determining a contacting position of an ob- 
stacle; 

FIG. 8 is a wave-diagram illustrating a method of 
preventing an influence due to noises caused In- 
termittently; 15 
FIG. 9 is a wave-diagram illustrating a method of 
preventing an influence due to noise successive- 
ly: 

FIG. 10 is an explanatory view illustrating a case 
separated into a transmitter and a receiver; 20 
FIG. 11 is a wave diagram of transmission and re- 
ceived waves from the transmitter and the receiv- 
er; 

FIG. 12 is a schematic view of a conventional 
opening and closing apparatus for a vehicle win- 25 
dow; and 

FIG. 13 is a schematic view of another conven- 
tional opening and closing apparatus for a vehicle 
window. 

Referring now to FIGS. 1 to 11, embodiments of 30 
an opening and closing apparatus for a vehicle win- 
dow in accordance with the present Invention will be 
described below. 

FIGS. 1 and 2 show a schematic construction of 
an opening and closing apparatus for a vehicle win- 35 
dow. 

AwindowWfora vehicle shown in FIG. 1 is made 
of glass and is moved down and up by a reversible 
motor M by operating an on-off switch 3 so that the 
window W is opened and closed. The window W is the 40 
same as that shown in FIGS. 12 and 13. For conve- 
nience of explanation, the side window frames SP 
and the upper window frame UP are omitted from 
FIG. 1. Also, since an opening and closing mecha- 
nism of the window W is known, detailed explanation 45 
thereof is omitted. 

The opening and closing apparatus for the vehi- 
cle window comprises a transmitting and receiving 
unit 1, a bonding medium 2. an on-off switch unit 3. 
and a control unit 4. 50 

The transmitting and receiving unit 1 is disposed 
on an end of a lower side of the window W, The unit 
1 has a transmission function which emits a super- 
sonic wave f into the window W and a receiving func- 
tion which receives a reflection wave i of the super- 55 
sonic wave f reflected from the peripheral faces of the 
window W. The transmitting and receiving unit 1 in- 
cludes an ultrasonic ceramic microphone. It can con- 



vert a given electrical transmission signal e into su- 
personic wave f which mechanically vibrates and 
transmits the supersonic wave f and can receive the 
reflection wave i of the supersonic wave f and convert 
the received reflection wave i into a received electri- 
cal signal j. 

An energy level of the reflection wave which is re- 
ceived by the transmitting and receiving unit 1 be- 
comes low, since a directional center of the reflection 
wave i reflected from the peripheral faces of the win- 
dow W does not coincide with the unit 1 when the su- 
personic wave f transmitted from the unit 1 is reflect- 
ed from the peripheral faces. Accordingly, as shown 
in FIG. 4A, the peripheral face of the window W, in 
particular, an upper side face w1 which detects an ob- 
stacle is formed Into a fine uneven surface so that the 
supersonic wave is irregularly reflected on the upper 
side face w1. thereby causing the directional center 
of the reflection wave i to be accorded with the unit 
1 . In this case, as shown in FIG. 48, an adhesive tape 
5 having a fine uneven surface may be attached to 
the upper side face w1 of the window W. 

The supersonic wave f transmitted from the unit 
1 and emitted into the window W is propagated in all 
directions in the window W and thus a part of the wave 
f reaches opposite side faces w2 of the window W. 
However, the reflection wave reflected from the op- 
posite side faces w2 is not necessary for detecting an 
obstacle since the obstacle is trapped on the upper 
side face w1 of the window W. Preferably, as shown 
by two-dot chain lines in FIG. 1, a sound absorbers 
may be attached to each of the opposite side faces 
w2, thereby suppressing occurrence of unnecessary 
reflection waves. 

The bonding medium 2 is disposed between the 
window W and a transmitting and receiving face of 
the unit 1. Preferably, the bonding medium 2 is made 
of a material which has substantially the same sound 
impedance as that of glass and does not separate 
from the glass due to a vibration or the like. For ex- 
ample, an adhesive such as epoxide resin or the like 
is preferable. The bonding medium 2 serves to closely 
bond the unit 1 to the window W. 

Since the sound impedance of air is about 1/(3 x 
10^) in comparison with that of glass which consti- 
tutes the window, almost the entire supersonic wave 
Is reflected on the boundary face between the win- 
dow W and the unit 1 if the bonding medium 2 is not 
provided on the boundary face. Consequently, it is 
difficult to receive the reflection wave i reflected from 
the peripheral faces of the window at a sufficient en- 
ergy level. The coupling medium may be made of sil- 
icon grease, mercury, or the like as well as the above 
adhesive. 

FIGS. 5A to 5C are enlarged views illustrating 
constructions of bonding the unit 1 and the vehicle 
window W. In the construction shown in FIG. 5A the 
transmitting and receiving unit 1 is disposed at a cor- 
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ner of the window W so that the directional center line 
CL of the su personic wave f which is transmitted from 
the unit 1 and passes through the bonding medium 2 
extends towards the upper side face w1 and the direc- 
tional center line CL intersects perpendicularly with a 
face w3 of the window W for the supersonic wave f 
and reflection wave i. Consequently, a directional 
center line CL1 of the supersonic wave f after being 
emitted into the window W extends towards the upper 
side face w1. 

FIGS. 6B and 5C show another constructions of 
bonding the unit 1 and the window W. 

In the construction shown in FIG. 5B, the unit 1 
is disposed at a corner of the window W so that the 
directional center line CL of the supersonic wave f 
which is transmitted from the unit 1 and passes 
through the bonding medium 2 is refracted on the face 
w3 of the window W, thereby extending the directional 
center line CL1 of the supersonic wave f after being 
emitted into the window W towards the upper side 
face w1 . In this case, it Is possible to change a direc- 
tion of the directional center line CL of the supersonic 
wave passing through the coupling medium 2, i.e., an 
attaching angle of the unit 1 by changing an angle of 
the face w3. 

In the construction shown in FIG. 5C, which is 
similar to that of FIG. 5B, the directional center line CL 
of the supersonic wave f passing through the bonding 
medium 2 is refracted on the face w3 so that the di- 
rectional center line CL1 of the supersonic wave f af- 
ter being emitted into the window W extends towards 
the upper side face w1. The face w3' of the window 
W Is formed into a serrated shape which has an even 
inclination, as shown in FIG. 5C. This serrated face 
w3' may be arranged at any position on the peripheral 
faces of the window W. 

The on-off switch unit 3 includes an operating 
section (not shown) provided in the room in the auto- 
mobile and sends to a driving control section 41 of the 
control unit 4 described hereinafter opening and clos- 
ing signals which indicate an operation of opening 
and closing the window W. 

The control unit 4 is electrically connected to the 
transmitting and receiving unit 1 and the on-off switch 
unit 3. The control unit 4 drives the motor M to actuate 
the window W by displacing the operating section in 
the on-off switch unit 3 to an "open" position or a 
"dosed" position while turning on an Ignition switch 
(not shown) of the automobile. 

However, the window W may be opened and 
closed by the operating section as long as a given 
condition exists, even if the ignition switch Is turned 
off. 

The control unit 4, as shown in FIG. 3, applies a 
transmission electrical signal (e) to the unit 1 at a giv- 
en timing. Further, the control unit 4 decides whether 
or not an obstacle contacts with the window W to in- 
terfere opening and closing of the window W, in ac- 
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cordance with an electrical signal (j) received from 
the unit 1 , and stops the motor in accordance with the 
decision. 

FIG. 2 shows an example of the control unit 4. 

5 The control unit 4 Includes the driving control section 
41, a changing-over section 43, a transmission sec- 
tion 44, a receiving section 45, a signal processing 
section 46, a memory section 47 and a detection con- 
trol section 42. 

10 The driving control section 41 drives the motor M 

in a given direction to open or close the window W in 
response to a command signal generated by displac- 
ing the operating section of the on-off switch to the 
"open" position or to the "closed" position. As shown 

15 in FIG. 3, the driving control section 41 also applies 
a detection command signal (a) to the detection con- 
trol section 42 described below when the on-off 
switch unit 3 is set to the "closed" position. Further, 
when the driving control section 41 receives an obsta- 

20 cle-detecting signal (n) from the detection control 
section 42, the section 41 stops to drive the motor M 
and drives the motor M in the reverse direction for a 
given period of time. 

The detection control section 42 reads out a pro- 

25 gram for detecting the obstacle from the memory sec- 
tion 47 in response to the detection command signal 
(a) from the driving control section 41 and controls 
the changing-over section 43, the transmission sec- 
tion 44, and the receiving section 45 in accordance 

30 with the program. That is, when the detection control 
section 42 receives the detection command signal (a) 
as shown in FIG. 3, the section 42 applies to the 
changing-over section 43 a changing-over signal (b) 
which maintains the section 43 in a transmission state 

35 and applies a circuit-off command signal (c) to the re- 
ceiving section 45. Also, the detection control section 
42 applies a transmission command signal (d) to the 
transmission section 44 simultaneously with trans- 
mitting the changing-over signal (b) and the circuit-off 

40 command signal (c). 

In addition, the detection control section 42 ap- 
plies to the changing-over section 43 a changing-over 
signal (g) which maintains the section 43 in the receiv- 
ing state and applies a receiving command signal (h) 

45 to the receiving section 45, at a time after passing for 
a first given period T1 from a time tl when the section 
42 applied the transmission command signal (d) to 
the transmission section 44. A manner of setting the 
first given period will be described hereinafter. The 

50 detection control section 42 applies the changing- 
over signal (b) to the changing-over section 43 again 
the circuit-off command signal (c) to the receiving 
section 45, and the transmission command signal (d) 
to the transmission section 44 at a time after passing 

55 for a second given period T2 from a time t2 when the 
section 42 applied the receiving command signal (h) 
to the receiving section 45. A manner of setting the 
second T2 will be described below. 
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Then, the detecting control section 42 alternately 
repeats the transmission mode during the first given 
period T1 after outputting the changing-out signal (b), 
the circuit-off command signal (c), and the transmis- 
sion command signal (d) and the receiving mode dur- 5 
ing the second given period T2 after outputting the 
changing-over signal (g) and the receiving command 
signal (h). 

The detection control section 42 receives a re- 
ceived electrical signal (m)from the signal processing io 
section 46 including information as to whether or not 
an obstacle exists between the window W and the 
window frame and memorizes a result of comparing 
the received electrical signal (m) and a reference sig- 
nal (p) memorized in the memory section 47 and hav- 15 
ing a given level. Amanner of comparing the received 
electrical signal (m) and the reference signal (p). 

In addition, the detection control section 42 de- 
cides whether or not an obstacle contacts with a de- 
tection target on the window W, in accordance with 20 
the comparison of the reference signal (p) and the re- 
ceived electrical signals (m) successively memorized 
in the memory section 47 and applies the obstacle- 
detection signal (n) to the driving control section 41 
in the case that the obstacle contacts with the detec- 25 
tion target. Here, the obstacle-detection signal (n) is 
transmitted when the levels of the received electrical 
signals (m) corresponding to predetermined number 
of successive transmission command signals (d) are 
all below the level of the reference signal (p). 30 

The changing-over section 43 selectively 
changes over the transmission mode connecting the 
transmission section 44 to the transmitting and re- 
ceiving unit 1 to the receiving mode connecting the re- 
ceiving section 45 to the unit 1 and vice versa. The 35 
changing-over section 43 carries out an operation of 
changing-over between the transmission and receiv- 
ing modes in accordance with the changing-over sig- 
nals (b) and (g) from the detection control section 42. 

The transmission section 44 generates the elec- 40 
trical transmission signal (e) having a frequency with- 
in a range of a supersonic wave from a known refer- 
ence oscillation circuit such as a digital type pulse 
generator or the like in response to the transmission 
command signal (d) and applies the electrical trans- 45 
mission signal (e) through the changing-over section 
43 to the unit 1. 

The receiving section 45 gets the received elec- 
trical signal (j) outputted from the unit 1 through the 
changing-over section 43 in response to the received 50 
command signal (h) from the detection control sec- 
tion 42. Then, the received electrical signal 0) to be 
received by the receiving section 45 is a signal which 
is converted in the unit 1 from the reflection wave I of 
the supersonic wave f emitted into the window W dur- 55 
ing the first given period T1 . The receiving section 45 
amplifies the received electrical signal (j) and gener- 
ates the received electrical signal (k) by filtering the 

6 



signal Q*)- The receiving section 45 applies the signal 
(k) to the signal processing section 46. However, the 
receiving section 45 is not activated by the received 
electrical signal (j) when the section 45 receives the 
circuit-off command signal (c)from the detecting con- 
trol section 42. 

The signal processing section 48 shapes a wave 
of the electrical signal (k) received from the receiving 
section 45 and converts the wave-shaped electrical 
signal (k) into an A/D signal. The signal processing 
section 46 applies to the detection control section 42 
the digital electrical signal (m). 

The memory section 47 memorizes an action 
program for the detection control section 42 and the 
reference signal (p) to be compared with the received 
electrical signal (m) in the detection control section 
42. As described above, the program memorized in 
the memory section 47 is read out when the detection 
section 42 receives the detection command signal (a) 
from the driving control section 41. Also, the refer- 
ence signal (p) memorized in the memory section 47 
is read out when the detection control section 42 re- 
ceives the received electrical signal (m) from the sig- 
nal processing section 46. 

The first given period T1 is set so that the chang- 
ing-over section 43 is changed over from the trans- 
mission mode to the receiving mode and the unit 1 
can receive the first one of the reflection wave i of the 
supersonic wave f which reaches the unit 1 from the 
window W. The second given period T2 is set so that 
the changing-over section 43 is changed over from 
the receiving mode to the transmission mode after all 
reflection waves i of the supersonic wave f emitted 
Into the window W by the unit 1 are received by the 
unit 1. Preferably, the first and second given periods 
T1 and T2 are set to be minimum value in the range 
which meets the above requirement, in order to get 
the received electrical signal (m) in a possible short 
cycle. 

Next, a method of opening and closing a vehicle 
window W which is carried out by the above appara- 
tus of opening and closing the window W, that is, a 
method of opening and closing the window W in ac- 
cordance with detection of an obstacle between the 
window W and a window frame will be explained be- 
low. 

When no obstacle is in contact with the peripheral 
faces of the window W as shown in FIG. 6A. that is. 
the peripheral faces of the window W comprises a 
boundary face between the peripheral faces and an 
air layer, an almost supersonic wave f which is trans- 
mitted and emitted from the transmitting and receiv- 
ing unit 1 into the window W is reflected on the per- 
ipheral faces of the window W and a part of the reflec- 
tion wave i is received in the unit 1. 

When an obstacle A contacts with the peripheral 
face of the window W as shown in FIG. 6B, a part of 
the supersonic wave f which reaches the boundary 



BNSDOCID: <EP 061718eAlJ_> 



11 



EP 0 617 186 A1 



12 



face between the obstacle A and the peripheral face 
of the window W enters into the obstacle, since the 
sound impedance of the obstacle A is closer to that of 
glass than air. 

The supersonic wave f entered into the obstacle 
A is reflected on the surface of the obstacle, i.e., a 
boundary face between the obstacle and an air layer. 
A part of the reflection wave i of the supersonic wave 
f reflected on the surface of the obstacle A enters 
again into the window W through the boundary face 
between the obstacle A and the window W and is re- 
ceived In the unit 1. 

When the obstacle A contacts with the peripheral 
faces of the window W, a strength of the supersonic 
wave f lowers every passing through the boundary 
faces, since the supersonic wave f passes at twice 
through the boundary face between the window W 
and the obstacle A before the supersonic wave f is re- 
ceived In the unit 1 as the reflection wave i. That is, 
when the reflection wave i of the supersonic wave f 
entered into the obstacle A is received in the unit 1 , a 
level of a receiving electrical signal m received in the 
detection control section 42 lowers partially. Accord- 
ingly, if the level of the receiving electrical signal m is 
predetermined when the reflection wave i reflected 
on the peripheral faces of the window W is received 
in the unit 1, and a level of the reference signal p to 
be memorized in the memory section 47 in accor- 
dance with the predetermined level, it is possible to 
decide in the control section 42 whether or not the re- 
ceived electrical signal m is the signal when the ob- 
stacle A contacts with the window on the basis of the 
reference level as a threshold value. 

In the case that an upper side face w1 of the win- 
dow W is a target to be detected and the transmitting 
and receiving unit 1 is disposed an end of a lower side 
of the window as shown in FIG. 1 , a going distance on 
which the supersonic wave emitted from the unit 1 
reaches the upper side face w1 of the window W is dif- 
ferent from a coming distance on which the reflection 
wave i of the supersonic wave f reflected on the upper 
side w1 reaches the unit 1 in accordance with a pos- 
ition of the upper face w1 . 

That is. as shown in FIG. 7A. when f I is the super- 
sonic wave f which is emitted from the unit 1 to an end 
of the upper side face w1 and f2 is the supersonic 
wave f which is emitted from the unit 1 to the other end 
of the face w1 , a reflection wave 11 of the supersonic 
wave f1 is received in the unit 1 fastest after being 
transmitted from the unit 1 and a reflection wave 12 
of the supersonic wave f2 is received in the unit 1 
slowest after being transmitted from the unit 1. 

Consequently, as shown in FIG. 7B. the emitting 
electrical signal e from the transmission section 44 is 
a spike-like pulse while the received electrical signal 
k in the receiving section 45 is a trapezoid-like pulse 
having a given duration T21 dependent on a length of 
the upper side face w1 . Accordingly, when the obsta- 
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cle A contacts with the upper side face w1, the re- 
ceived electrical signal k lowers the level at a time t21 
corresponding to a position on which the obstacle A 
contacts, as shown by one dot line in FIG. 7B. That 
5 is, it is possible to sense any position on the upper 
side face w1 on which the obstacle A contacts by de- 
tecting the time t21 in the detection control section 42 
in a known manner. Thus, since It is possible to sense 
the position on the target to be detected on which the 
10 obstacle A contacts, it is possible to distinguish 
whether the obstacle contacting with the target Is a 
human body or a rain. 

If the obstacle A Is rain, it contacts with the win- 
dow W at random points and a position and an area 
15 contacting with the window W are change with time. 
These changes of the contacting position and area 
can be detected by sensing the position on the detec- 
tion target on which the obstacle A contacts. When 
this is the case, an obstacle detection signal n can not 
20 be transmitted to the driving control section 41 even 
if the signal n is under a condition to be generated, 
that is, all levels of the received electrical signals m 
corresponding to the successive transmission com- 
mand signals d having predetermined members are 
25 below the level of the reference signal. 

As described above, when the obstacle A con- 
tacts with a portion of the upper side face w1 , the re- 
flection wave i which is delayed due to passing 
through the obstacle A is received in the unit 1 simul- 
30 taneously with the reflection wave 1 reflected on a 
position on the peripheral face of the window W fur- 
ther away from the unit 1 than the contacting position 
of the obstacle A, Consequently, when the obstacle 
Acontactswitha portion of the upper side face w1 the 
35 received electrical signal k has a contact detection 
portion kd a level of which is raised as a pulse at a 
time t22 after the time t21. Accordingly, it is possible 
to detect whether or not the obstacle A contacts with 
the upper side face w1 even by detecting the contact 
40 detection portion kd in accordance with the received 
electrical signal m in the detection control section 42. 

In an automobile, as shown in FIG. 8, successive 
noises N(a) are inclined to be generated at an even 
Interval. In the case that the contact of the obstacle 
45 A is sensed by detecting the contact detection portion 
kd, the noise N is superimposed on the received elec- 
trical signal k(c) and the detection control section 42 
misdetects the noise N as the contact detection por- 
tion kd. This may cause a wrong operation. In the tinrv 
50 Ing chart (b) in FIG. 8. the electrical transmission sig- 
nals e are transmitted at a random timing from the de- 
tection control section 42 in order to prevent the 
wrong operation. Thus, a generating timing of the re- 
ceived electrical signal k is changed in accordance 
55 with a transmission timing of the electrical transmis- 
sion signal e. On the other hand, since the noise N is 
generated at a constant Interval, the received electri- 
cal signals k(c) become different shapes when pulse- 

7 



13 



EP 0 617 186 A1 



14 



like projection on the received electrical signal k is the 
noise. 

On the other hand, when the pulse-ll ke projection 
on the received electrical signal k is the contact de- 
tection portion kd, the shape of the received electrical 5 
signal k is not changed greatly every the transmission 
command signal d. Accordingly, if a fact that the 
shapes of the received electrical signals k corre- 
sponding to the successive (for example four times) 
transmission command signal d are all same is a con- 10 
dition of decision thatany obstacle A contacts with the 
detection target of the window W. it is possible to pre- 
vent the detection control section 42 from misoutput- 
ting the obstacle detection signal n when the pulse- 
like projection on the received electrical signal k is a 15 
projection due to the noise N. 

A noise N' having a frequency fNI shown by (a) 
in FIG. 9 may be continuously superimposed on the 
received electrical signal k. If the noise N' is superim- 
posed on the signal k, the signal k containing the con- 20 
tinuous noise is generated. It is impossible to prevent 
such signal k from causing a wrong operation only by 
making the generating timing of the electrical trans- 
mission signal e at random shown by (b) in FIG. 8. 

Another embodiment of the opening and closing 25 
apparatus for the vehicle window In accordance with 
the present invention can prevent the wrong opera- 
tion due to the noise shown by (a) in FIG. 8 by al- 
ternately generating two kinds of electrical transmis- 
sion signals el and e2 having different frequencies 30 
shown by (c) in FIG. 9, That is, received electrical sig- 
nals k1 and k2 ((d) in FIG. 9) formed by the electrical 
transmission signals el and e2 (c) have substantially 
the same delay time and general wave shape as 
those of the signals el and e2. 35 

However, in the case that the noise N' having the 
frequency fN1 (a) is superimposed on the received 
electrical signals k1 and k2, there Is a very low prob- 
ability of coinciding with the frequencies of the re- 
ceived electrical signal k2 and the noise N' at the 40 
same timing of coinciding with the frequencies of the 
received electrical signal k1 and the noise N*. As 
shown by. for example, (d) In FIG. 9, the received 
electrical signals k1 and k2 on which the noise N* is 
superimposed become the received electrical signal 45 
k2 containing the noise and the shapes of the signals 
kl and k2 do not become the same. Thus, it Is possible 
to alter the received electrical signals kl and k2 on 
which the noise N' Is superimposed to the received 
electrical signals kl and k2 having the different wave 50 
shapes (d) by alternately generating the transmission 
electrical signals el and e2 having the different fre- 
quencies (c). 

Accordingly, it is possible to prevent the detection 
control section 42 from misoutputting the obstacle 55 
detection signal n due to the noise N' by deciding that 
any obstacle A contacts with the detection target of 
the window W when the position of the pulse-like pro- 

8 



jections on the received electrical signals k1 and k2 
are same or substantially same. 

As described above, each received electrical sig- 
nal k formed in accordance with the transmission sig- 
nal e every occurrence of the transmission command 
signal d has substantially the same delay time with re- 
spect to the corresponding transmission command 
signal d. Accordingly, it is possible to estimate an oc- 
currence time range of the received electrical signal 
k formed In accordance with the transmission com- 
mand signal d and to decide that the received electri- 
cal signal k generated without the estimated occur- 
rence time range is the noise. Thus, it is possible to 
prevent the wrong operation due to the accidental 
noise by eliminating a signal portion which is decided 
to be the noise portion from an object to be compared 
with the reference signal P. 

Although the opening and closing apparatus for 
the vehicle window described above utilizes the 
transmitting and receiving unit 1 having a transmitter 
and a receiver, a transmitter 1A and a receiver IB 
may be Individually provided as shown in FIG. 1 0. The 
Individual transmitter 1A and receiver IB need no 
changlng-over section 43. As shown in FIG. 11, in the 
case that the transmitter 1 A and the receiver 1 B are 
individually provided and the transmitter 1 Atransmits 
the supersonic wave during only a transmitting period 
T31 (a), the receiver IB receives a reflection wave 
(b). The transmitting period T31 is longer than that of 
the supersonic wave f in the embodiment shown in 
FIG. 3 or the like. 

The reflection wave shown by (b) in FIG. 11 
stands up by a delay time 2tn with respect to the 
transmission supersonic wave (2tn is the shortest 
period from the time when the transmitter 1 A trans- 
mits the supersonic wave to the time when the receiv- 
er 1 B receives the reflection wave.)- Also, the reflec- 
tion wave (b) Is gently sloping. The reflection wave (b) 
can not detect the contact of obstacle from the 
change of wave form even if the obstacle contacts 
with the peripheral faces of the window. Accordingly, 
in the case, the contact of obstacle can be detected 
by summing the received levels of the received reflec- 
tion waves and comparing the summed value with the 
set reference. 

Thus, the provision of the individual transmitter 
1 Aand receiver 1 B makes the transmitting period T31 
longer than the provision of the common transmitting 
and receiving unit 1. That Is, it is possible to obtain a 
vibration frequency necessary to detect the obstacle 
during the transmission period T31 even if a frequen- 
cy of the supersonic wave is relatively low and to re- 
duce the cost of a vibration circuit. 

When the transmitter lAand the receiver IB are 
individually provided the transmitter can emit the su- 
personic wave continuously. Although such continu- 
ous transmission of the supersonic wave encounters 
a problem In which the received level becomes low 
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due to a possibility of directly receiving the transmit- 
ted wave by the receiver 1 B, the continuous transmis- 
sion has an advantage of rapidly detecting the obsta- 
cle contacting with the window W in comparison with 
intermittent transmission of the supersonic wave. 

Although in the above embodiment a second 
wave to be emitted into the vehicle window is all a su- 
personic wave, an audible sound may be used in the 
case of making the transmission period T31 relating 
long as shown by the supersonic wave (a) in FIG. 11 . 

According to the method of the present invention, 
since it is possible to quickly control the driving source 
of the vehicle window when the obstacle contacts 
with the detection target on the peripheral faces of the 
window, it is possible to avoid an accident of trapping 
the obstacle between the vehicle window and the win- 
dow frame by stopping the window before really trap- 
ping the obstacle therebetween. 

Further, according to the method of the present 
invention, it is possible to determine the position of 
detecting the obstacle by utilizing a time shift of re- 
ceiving the supersonic wave reflected on the detec- 
tion target. It is also possible to utilize the transmitting 
and receiving unit In order to detect the obstacle con- 
tacting with the detection target and to make the 
opening and closing apparatus for the vehicle window 
which carries out the above method a compact size. 
Errors due to the noises caused at a certain interval 
and continuously can be prevented. 

According to the apparatus of the present inven- 
tion, since it is possible to rapidly stop or return the 
vehicle window when the obstacle contacts with the 
detection target on the peripheral faces of the vehicle 
window, It is possible to prevent accidental trapping 
of the obstacle between the window and the window 
frame or of lifting of the obstacle by the window. 

Further, according to the apparatus of the pres- 
ent invention, it is possible to make a space for receiv- 
ing small parts and to suppress attenuation of the su- 
personic wave and its reflection wave, thereby carry- 
ing out a reliable operation. 

Claims 

1, An opening and closing control method for a ve- 
hicle window which is driven into open and closed 
positions by a driving source, comprising the 
steps of: 

emitting a sound wave into said vehicle 
window; 

receiving a reflection wave of said sound 
wave from said vehicle window; 

deciding whether or not the received re- 
flection wave is one caused by an obstacle con- 
tacting with a peripheral face of said vehicle win- 
dow; and 

stopping or reversing an operation of said 



driving source when It Is decided that said re- 
ceived reflection wave Is one caused by contact 
of an obstacle. 

5 2. A method according to Claim 1, wherein said 
sound wave to be emitted Into said vehicle win- 
dow is in the form of discontinuous waves gener- 
ated intermittently. 

10 3. A method according to Claim 2, wherein intervals 
between said discontinuous waves are changed 
at random. 

4. A method according to Claim 1. wherein said 
15 sound wave to be emitted into said vehicle win- 
dow is two or more kinds of sound waves with dif- 
ferent frequencies. 

5. An opening and closing apparatus for a vehicle 
20 window which is driven into open and closed pos- 
itions by a driving source, comprising: 

generator means for generating an electri- 
cal transmission signal with a given frequency; 

transmitter means for converting said 
25 electrical transmission signal into a sound wave 

and emitting said sound wave into said vehicle 
window; 

receiver means for converting said reflec- 
tion sound wave received from said vehicle win- 
so dow into a received electrical signal; 

comparator means for deciding whether or 
not an obstacle contacts with said vehicle window 
in accordance with said received electrical signal 
obtained by said receiver means and generating 
35 a decision signal corresponding to a decision; 

and 

driving controller means for stopping or re- 
versing said driving source for opening and clos- 
ing the window. 

40 

6. An apparatus according to Claim 5, wherein said 
transmitter means and said receiver means are 
provided in a single transmitting and receiving 
unit and wherein said transmitting and receiving 

45 unit is selectively connected to said generator 

means of said transmission electrical signal or 
said comparator means through a switching sec- 
tion of transmitting and receiving. 

50 7. An apparatus according to Claim 5, wherein a 
bonding medium for filing in an air layer is provid- 
ed between both of said transmitter means and 
receiver means and said vehicle window. 

55 
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